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Mei is a junior high school student in Japan. Last summer, she went to Londen on a homestay.
She stayed with a host family for three weeks. They had a 13-year-old daughter, and her name
‘was Shelly.'

One morning, Mei walked to a farmer’ s market with Shelly. It took 30 minutes. They got there|
at 8:50. The market opened at nine o’ clock, and there were 20 shops there.

Shelly bought some bread and vegetables for her mother. Mei wanted to buy some juice, but
the man at the shop spoke very fast. She couldn’ t understand him.

Mei said, “Excuse me. Could you speak slowly?” “OK. Where are you from?” he asked.
“1" m from Japan,” Mei said. She bought some juice, and then she went to a flower shop. She

got some flowers for her host mother. Mei enjoyed shopping at the market because she met some

nice people. Mei and Shelly took the bus home. They had a great day.
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Every summer, Saya and her old brother, Tsuyoshi, visit their grandmother in Hokkaido.
Their grandmother lives on a farm, and she has four horses. Saya loves the black one. Her name
is Nolly. Every morning, Saya gives Molly some carrots or an apple.

Their grandmothqr always rides the gray horse. His name is Clover. Tsuyoshi always rides Bill.
Bill is brown and can run fast. Their grandmother also has a white horse. His name is Boxer,
and he is the oldest horse.

This summer, their grandmother said, “Saya, last year'you were too young, but you became 13
in June. Now, you are ready to ride a horse.”

The first morning, riding Molly was not easy for Saya. Tsuyoshi helped her. After lunch, Saya
rode Holly again. She didn't need any help, so she was very happy. After that, Saya rodg Molly

a lot, and they became good friends.
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I'm a junlor high school student In Thalland. Our summer vacation starts at the end of the March.
i's about two months long. In Thailand, it's very hot in April and May. The temperature is
sometimes over 40 degrees. So we nesd to have a long vacation.

We have our New Year's Festival on April 13, 14 and 15. We call it Songkran. During this
festival, people throw water at each other.

This new year, | also went cut and threw water at people in the street. Many people threw water
at me, too. We didn't know each other, but it was OK. It was hot outside.

The coo) water felt good. | like this festival very much. (117words)

Mexico has a problem. About 70% of the adults and about 30% of the children
are too heavy. The govemment health department says that this is the country’s
biggest health problem. Now Mexico City is trying to do something about it. If
someone does 10 squats, they can get a free subway ticket.

The government wants to help people start exercising and losing weight. They have
put special machines at many subway stations. If riders do 10 squats, the machines
will tell them how many calories they ha\;e used. Then it will print a free subway ticket

for them. (100 words) _
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It is square. It is a Japanese traditionatl cloth. You can wrap things with it.
You can carry things in it, too. What is it? It is a furoshiki.

A furoshiki is useful for shopping. You can use it as a shopping bag. You can
use it many times, so you don't need new plastic bags. Also, you can fold it
into a small square and carry it everywhere.

You can use a furoshikl in many ways. You can wrap many kinds of things
with a furoshiki, even watermelons or botlles. A big one can be a mat or a
cushion cover. A small one can be a scarf or a handkerchief. A furoshiki is an

all-purpose cloth. {118 words)

A lot of Japansese people study abroad to ieam English. Studying abroad is
a good way to improve your English because you caiv practice English
every day. But even in foreign countries, if you use Japanese a lot, your
English will not get better. Leaming English is just like learning how to swim.
If you want to be able to swim, you should go into the water and.try to swim.
So if you want to improve your English, you should try to use English.

(83words)
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Last Saturday | saw two high school students when | was going tfo my
friend’s house by train. They ran into the train at Sakura Station and sat near
me. Soon they started to talk on their mobile phones in a big voice. | didn't
like that.

A lot of people in the train didn't look happy, either. | wanted to say to the
students, “You shouldn't talk on your maobile phone in a train,” but | couldn't.
Then a young woman told them to stop using the mobille phones instead of

us. | regretted my behavior. (97words)

One Saturday morning, Tomoko went to buy a watch. At a shop, she found a
nice one and bought It. She took a train to go home, but she left the watch on
the train. When she was walking home from the station, she noticed that she
didn't have the watch. At home, Tomoko asked her father what to do. He told
her to go to the station and get some information about her watch. So she went
back. A station attendant called some stations and found that her watch was
kept at one of them. The next day, she got her watch back.

(104words)
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Why did the number of Japanese cranes become so small? One of the
reasons is this: Before the Meiji period, they were in Hokkaido from spring to
autumn, but in winter they moved to Honshu because it was warmer and there
was m;)re foud. In the Meiji period, they lost their homes in Honshu because of
land development and they hed to stay in Hokkaido in winter, so they couldn't
easily find food in the snow. They had almost nothing to eat, and they didn't

eat the food from the people, so many of them lost their lives, (98words)
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Our city library opens at 8:00 in the morning and closes at 7:00 In the
evening. There are many books in the library. We can keep two books at
home for one week. The library has two rooms, and we can use both of them.
In the larger room, there are many different books.

For example, we can find books about other countries. In the smaller room,

we can find three computers. When we want to look for some books, we can

use them. (84words)
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The National Air and Space Museum In Washington, D.C. is very popular.
Six million people visit the museum every year. Mike visited the museum and
saw Apollo11 there. Humans stood and walked on the moon in 1969. They
went there in Apollo11. Mike saw and touched the museum’s moon rock too.
Mike also saw the Wright brother's 1903 Flyer at the museum. The plane had
an engine. The brothers flew that plane in 1803. People went to the moon
only sixty-six years after that. Isn't it amazing?

{89words)

When | was a junior high school student, | had a work experience. | worked
at a restaurant for five days. When | left home on the first day, | said to my
mother, “I want to be a cook, so working there will be fun.” At the restaurant,
1 had to clean tables and windows and wash cups and dishes. 1got very tired.

On the second day, a cook said to me, “Thank you, Akio. The customers
want to enjoy their meals in a clean and beautiful place. Your jobs are very

important. | was happy to hear that. (101words)
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Turtles usually live for many, many years. But the number of turtles is falling.
Every year, many people take turtle eggs. Some people eat the eggs. Other
people buy and sell turiles for food.

Sometimes turtles also eat trash and die. Balloons and plastic bags fall into
the sea, and their color comes off in the seawater. Turtles mistake the balloons
and bags for jellyfish. Turtles love jellyfish, so they eat the trash!

Every year, hundreds of turtles die from plastic bags and balloons.

Can you believe it? It's true. Help the world's turtles. Don't throw away plastic

bags. And please hold on to your balloons. (108 words)
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Téd‘s family went to live in another town last year.
At first, Ted was sad because he was going to change schools. When he told
his friends about that, they were very surprised. One of his friends, Meg,
said, to him, “we'll miss you very much, but ! think you are lucky. You're
going to meet new friends and teachers. Don't worry. You'll do well in your
new school.” Ted was encouraged by her words, and he began to have new

hopes after that. (83 words)
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